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August 19, 2019
Dear Reynolds Middle School Families:

It’s hard to believe that we’ll soon be starting another year at Reynolds Middle School.  We continue to make positive strides both in terms of academics and overall school culture.  Similarly, this past year we continued to take positive steps toward reducing disproportionality in student discipline data.  As I’ve said before many times, to close achievement gaps for our students, we need them to stay out of trouble and in class!
We always push for continuous improvement and with that in mind, we will continue with three important initiatives Reynolds Middle School started in the last few years.  First, all students will be required to have organized three-inch “Lancer” binders that contain all of the supplies they need to be successful in school.  At regular intervals, we will check student binders to ensure that students are staying organized, the idea being that organization in and of itself will contribute to greater academic success.  Secondly, we are still requiring students to turn off their cell phones and other electronic devices upon entering the school at the start of the day and place the devices in their lockers.  Cell phones and other electronic technology are only to come out of lockers at the end of the school day and are only to be used once students are safely outside the school building.  Finally, we will continue with our Foundations period the first 16 minutes of each day in which students will meet with a single teacher and a group of no more than 25 students.  Again, the idea will be to set students up for success by helping them build strong relationships with at least one trusted adult at RMS and to assist with organization, goal setting, and the like.  With regard to these initiatives or any other initiatives we introduce, our goal is to build a rich learning environment for each and every student, safe and free from distraction.  We believe that building school culture and relationships are as an important as anything we do!
New this year as part of a Reynolds School District grant from Verizon and Digital Promise, each student at our three middle schools will receive an IPAD that they will take with them to and from school every day.  Additionally, each student will have WIFI capacity on their device both at home and school, provided free of charge by Verizon.  In an increasingly digital world, we believe the technology provided will serve to augment the quality of instruction each student will receive in our middle schools.  IPADs will be distributed to students on Wednesday, September 25, at our annual Welcome Back Open House.  For more specific information about the IPAD grant, please see the link below:
https://www.reynolds.k12.or.us/district/ipads 

Additionally, we are hosting a Parent Academy in which parents can complete necessary paperwork associated with their students receiving IPADs.  The dates and times for the Parent Academy are listed below:
Wednesday, September 4th - 3:30 – 4:15 pm- RMS Library

Tuesday, September 10th -  3:30 – 4:15 pm - RMS Library

Thursday, September 12th - 4:30 – 5:15 pm - RMS Library

Monday, September 16th -  4:30 – 5:15 pm/5:30 – 6:15 pm - RMS Library

Tuesday, September 17th - 4:30 – 5:15 pm/5:30 – 6:15 pm - RMS Library

Wednesday, September 18th - 4:30 – 5:15 pm/5:30 – 6:15 pm - RMS Library

Also, if you’ve driven by Reynolds Middle School this summer, you may have noticed the construction taking place in the field adjacent to the playground.  The Portland Timbers in conjunction with U.S. Soccer, have funded a futsal court that our students will have access to both during recess and P.E. classes.  Additionally, the court will serve the community outside of school hours.  A grand opening for the new futsal court is slated for Wednesday, September 18.  
School starts for 6th graders Tuesday, September 3, and Wednesday, September 4, for 7th and 8th graders.  Classes will continue to run from 7:30 am until 2:15 pm.  I look forward to reacquainting myself with RMS families and connecting with new members of the community as we continue our journey together.  I’m excited to facilitate Reynolds Middle School’s continued push to become a place we can all be even more proud of-a model middle school in the Portland area and across the state.  We have made significant strides the last few years in accelerating academic growth for our students, and plan to continue on the same pathway.
If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions as they relate to Reynolds Middle School, please don’t hesitate to call me at 503.665.8166, Ext. 3421.

Sincerely,

Stacy Talus

Principal

