
 

Reynolds High School 
Contemporary Lit LA 12 

Syllabus 
 
 
Teacher: Jesse Vella  Phone: (503) 667-3186 ext. 1035 
Room #: 513   Email: jvella@rsd7.net 
 

Required Materials: 
Every student will be required to have a binder that contains a section for this class. Notebook paper, 
pencils and pens are required everyday.  
 

Course Requirements:   
All students will be held to the highest standard. All students are expected to demonstrate excellence in 
the following behaviors that will assist you in learning as much as you can this year. 
 

1. Time Management  

• Productive use of time will be essential to your success in class, being tardy or having un-excused 
absences is unacceptable.  

• The class period should be used effectively. 
• Work must be completed on time. 

 

2. Ability/Willingness to Learn 

• Everyone needs to push themselves to develop as learners. 

• Daily assignments, projects, and other tasks will be completed; you will be graded based on your 
proficiency.  

• Participation is an important part of learning. Make sure you participate in class activities and discussions 
regularly. 

 

3. Teamwork/Cooperation  

• Everyone’s opinion is valuable to our discussions. There will be no negative comments, unconstructive 
criticism, or inappropriate behavior. 

• It is important to work effectively with students, teachers, administrators, and the community.  
 

4. Responsibility  

• Everyone will follow the rules in the student handbook and abide by the rules and decisions of the RHS 
Administration. 

• It is your responsibility to keep the room neat and organized to ensure the success of duties and events.  

 
 
Course Description: This is an intensive, college preparatory reading and writing course with a focus 
on literacy and composition.  We will examine culture and aspects of humanity through texts that 
attempt to define life as well as texts that present information.  Through reading, writing, viewing, 
collaborative grouping and discussing, we will explore varying themes and issues important to human 
life.  We will define and develop successful individual reading and writing strategies that will strengthen 
reading and writing skills.  This course is designed to help students develop useful reading and writing 
strategies, critical thinking skills, and to understand the importance of discourse (both verbal and 
written) in academic and social communities, and what it means to be literate.   

 
 

 
 



 

Units of Study: 
This schedule will be modified throughout the instructional year to best meet my students’ needs. 

Each unit includes multiple opportunities for reading, writing, and critical thinking practice.  
 
Semester 1 Units: 
Hear My Voice anthology (collections of poetry/short story/excerpts from novels) 
 …And the Earth Did Not Devour Him 
 A Raisin in the Sun 

   
Semester 2 Units: 
Autobiography of Malcolm X 
Literature Circles 
Always Running 
     
Grading Policy: 

 
Your grade will be determined by both formal and informal assessments. Your final grade will be 
reported on a traditional A-F scale.  
 

Areas of Grading   Percentages 

1. Summative Assessments  100% 

 

Late Work—late work is only accepted if a conversation has happened between you and Mr. 

Vella. Late work is only accepted if you communicate! Life is complicated, but you must let Mr. 

Vella know what is going on. Once we communicate about your situation, we can then make a 

plan that best supports your educational development. This includes re-takes of quizzes and tests. 

Please contact me with any questions you might have. Email is the best way to reach me: 

jvella@rsd7.net   
 
I have read the above syllabus with my student and understand the requirements. 
 
 
__________________________________________ 

Student Name (print) 
 
            
Student Signature      Date 
 
__________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name  

 
            
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 

 
I will collect your syllabus, give you credit and then return it. 
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